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Graham Crossley 2009 

The aim of the talk is to outline the UCAS 
application system and how to make an 

appropriate and successful application to 
higher education. 

•  Our aim is to provide  accurate information 
and guidance and to enable our students 
to gain the skills to make appropriate 
decisions for themselves. 

•  We will provide detailed and professional 
guidance but we will not tell them what 
choices they should make. 
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What is UCAS? 
 
 
• Universities and Colleges Admissions Service 
• Centralised application processing service 
• On-line application form 
• Cost of application for 2014 entry  £23 
• UCAS also provide lots of valuable information 

• Check NEW College Careers website(Quick link under Higher 
Education section to 5 key websites to help students/parents with H.Ed. 
research)  
• NEW College Careersblog 

Reasons for going on to  
Higher Education 
 
  
•  Career choice requires a degree 
•  Enjoy lifestyle of a student 
•  Going to university allows you experiences it is almost 
    impossible to get any other way 
•  Enjoy studying! 
•  Graduates on average earn more money than non-

graduates * no individual guarantees though. 
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Benefits of encouraging your child to  
progress to university 

•  Reduction in trips to the supermarket to re-stock the 
fridge 

•  You can use your own car when you want 
•  You will sleep better- not having to worry what time they 

will get home after a night out 
•  Less dirty washing 
•  Chance to visit a new city for a weekend break 

Drawbacks of encouraging your child  
to progress to university 

•  Cost  

•  Impossible to give guarantees of the job market in 4/5 
years time. 

•  You don’t have to go to university to get a good job 

•  For most students benefits outweigh the drawbacks 
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What to study? 
 

 
•  Specific vocational course e.g. Radiography 
•  Broad vocational course e.g. Business Studies 
•  Continue an Advanced Level Subject 
•  New subject 
•  If students are unsure what to study we have a 

number of programs on the careers website to 
help. 

Thousands of different  
subject choices 
 

 
•  Audiology 
•  Broadcast Journalism 
•  Cruise Ship Management 
•  Public Health Nutrition 
•  Pharmacology 
•  Linguistics 
•  Nanotechnology  
•  Yacht and Powercraft Design  
•  Aviation Technology with Pilot Studies 
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Other issues to consider  
about subject choice 
 
 

 
•  Single subject 
•  Joint degree 
•  Combined degree 
•  Sandwich course 
•  Year abroad 
•  How is the course assessed? 
•  Employment prospects of chosen degree 

Where to go? 
 

•  Live at home? 
•  Close to home? 
•  As far away from home as possible? 
•  City? 
•  Campus? 
•  Large/small institution? 
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UCAS Application System 
 

 
Students will be using the UCAS on line 

programme Apply 
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When to apply? 
 

 
•  Between September and 15 January 
•  Except Oxbridge, Veterinary Science, 

Dentistry and Medicine - deadline 15 
October 

•  NEW College Internal deadline 29 
November 

•  UCAS Official deadline 15 January 

UCAS Application System 
 
 
•  Up to 5 choices 
•  The choices are included on the form in    

alphabetical order. You do not indicate a 
preference. 

•  Universities do not know the other 4 
choices 
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What criteria do University  
Admissions Tutors use to make their selection? 
 

•  GCSE Results 
•  A/S Level Results 
•  Reference ( Includes predicted A/2 grades ) 
•  Personal Statement 
•  Suitability and motivation for the course 
•  Vocational knowledge and experience for certain 

vocational courses 
•  Interviews 

National Tests  

•  LNAT- Law at 8 universities 
•  UKCAT- Medicine, Dentistry at 25 universities 
•  BMAT-Medicine,Vet Science at 5 universities 
•  QTS – Primary School teachers for all 

universities 

•  There are also other tests set by certain courses 
at some universities-students must check 
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UCAS Personal Statement 
 
•  Commitment to choice 
•  Academic interests 
•  Relevant experience - crucial for specific 

vocational courses 
•  Achievements 
•  Hobbies 
•  Do not alienate any of your choices! 
•  Do not plagiarise! 

UCAS Points System 
 •  A*  140 
•  A   120 
•  B   100 
•  C    80 
•  D    60 
•  E    40 

•  B/TEC Dist* Approx 120  Dist 100 Merit 80 Pass 40 

•  Although there are exceptions the more 
prestigious universities tend to make grade 
rather than points offers 
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•  Students need to make a balanced 

selection of universities 

•  This balance will vary from student to 
student depending on likely exam results 

University selection 
 

•  Make a conditional offer e.g. BBC 
•  Reject 
•  Invite for interview prior to making a 

decision 
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By the early May students  
narrow their 5 choices to 2 
 
•  One offer as a firm     CF                             

BBC 

•  One offer as an insurance   CI          
•  BCC             

Common UCAS mistakes 

•  Over aspiration. 
•  Under aspiration 
•  Lack of balance within the 5 choices 
•  Lack of research 
•  Not looking beyond entry grades 
•  Lack of reflection within Personal Statement- just listing working experience 

not reflecting on what learned  
•  Ignoring GCSE entry requirements 
•  Not seeking professional advice 
•  Interpreting advice given to a friend must therefore apply to you 
•  Not understanding the implications of selecting universities a long way from 

home- at a basic level cost of going to an interview or to a post offer open 
day 

•  Asking teachers to predict unrealistic grades 
•  Assuming you have to use all 5 choices in one go 
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We have negotiated partnership agreements 
with a number of universities 
 
•  Leeds University    Access to Leeds   - Can 

lead to slightly lower entry grades for eligible students  

•  Newcastle University - Can lead to slightly lower entry 

grades for eligible students        
•  Sheffield Hallam University 
•  Leeds Trinity University 

NEW College Careers Department 

NEW College Destinations 2013 

•  452 students progressed to university 
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Destinations 2013 

•  This year our students are progressing to 62 different universities 

•  57% studying in Yorkshire (In 2000 it was about 35%) 

Facilities available in College to aid 
research 

•  Careers/ Higher Education Website –this 
can be accessed from home via  

•  Careersblog 
•  www.newcollpont.ac.uk 
•  Reference books 
•  Prospectuses 
•  Careers Blog 
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University funding 

•  The importance of ABB grades 

Importance of research 

•  More than a quarter of students leaving university in 
2013 (26%) said they wished they had done more 
research, and one in 10 regretted the university they had 
chosen. Around 11% had regrets about the course they 
had picked.  

•  “The effort in getting decisions right should be 
commensurate with the importance of the decision”. 

    Daniel Kahneman Psychologist and winner of Nobel 
prize in Economics 
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•  Don’t forget to encourage your son/daughter to seek  
professional advice 

 
•  Guidance interviews are available every day 
 
•  Parents are welcome to attend 

•  Careers Team 

•  Graham Crossley 
•  Karen Smitten 
•  Emma Chappell-Davies 


